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BEHEARFRFMPER RAZEES

Global Environment and Urban Issues

Department of Biological Resources and Environment
Nagoya University
T. Sweda

Modern cities and global environmental issues have one thing in
common. Both of them stem from the industrial revolution
originated in Britain in the mid 18th Century and is still in progress
today in developing countries. The major significance of the
industrial revolution is replacement of human and animal powers
with mechanical engines. This created surplus in farm labor as well
as demand for factory labor, thus pushing population out of farm
while sucking them into cities.

Revolutionary improvement in productivity through the introduc-
tion of mechanical power also caused and still is causing explosive
population increase world over. Pressing demands for industrial
and household energies along with desperate needs for farmland to
feed

revolution,

increasing population in the early phase of industrial

were and still are the major determinants of

deforestation respectively in already-developed and developing
countries. In the maturing phase of the industrial revolution, an
ever increasing level of mass production has resulted in industrial
pollution, notably of acid rain and seeded such greenhouse gasses as
carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide etc. from massive
consumption of fossil fuels and from continued conversion of forest
lands into farmlands and paslures."

While enjoying the convenience and affluence of modern material
civilization, cities at the same time have suffered from industrial
pollutions. However, as the industrial pollution seem to have been
put on the due course of subduction, cities are now to face more
With as much as half the

world population now living, cities are the epicenters from which

elusive challenge of global warming.

most of the human activities to result in global warming originate.
As was the case with conventional pollution, cities will be the target
to be hit hardest by whatever the adversaries of global warming, be
it warming itself, rise in sea level or highly fluctuating food supply

unless immediate decisive actions are taken against warming.
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