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Global Environment and Urban Issues

Drepurtrwnl of Biologicul Resourees and Environment
Nagoya Liniversity
T. Sweds

Maodern cities and globul envirenmental issues have one thing in
commen.  Baolh ol them siem from the indusirial revolution
ariginated in Britain in the mid 18th Century and is sull in progress
loday in developing countries,  The major significance of the
industrial revaluion is replacement of humun and animal powers
with mechanicul engines. This ereated surplus in furm lubor us well
as demund for fuctory lubor, thus pushing population aun of furm
while sucking them into cities.

Revolutionury impravement in preductivity through the amroduc-
von af mechameul power ulso coused und stifl is causing explasive
population increase world over.  Pressing demands for industrial
and howschold cnergics along with desperate needs for furmland o
feed increasing populinion in the ewrly phase of indusirial
revolulion, were and still are 1he major determinanls of

deforestation respectively in already-developed and  developing
colntries, In the maturing phise of the industrial revolution, an
evel increasing level of mass production has resulted in indastrial
poellution, notably of acid rain and seeded such greenhouse gusses as
carbon  dioxide, methane, nitrous  oxide cte,  from  massive
consumption of fossil fuels and from continued conversion of forest
lands into Furmlands and pastures.”

While enjuying the convenienee und affluence of modern makerial
civilization, cities at the same time have suffeved from industriai
patiutions, However, as the industrial pollution seem to have been
pul on the due course ol subduction, cites are now 1o face more
elusive challenge of global warming.  With as much as half the
world popaiation now living, cities are the epicenters from which
most of the human achivities to result in ghobal warming originate,
As wis the case with conventionzl pollution, cities will be the targe
Lo be Bit hardest by whulever the adversarics of globul warming, be
it wareming isell, rise in seu level ar highly fuctuating food supply

unless immedile decisive actions are tuken aguingt wanming.
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