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Plan Approved by City Council October 2001

BUILT ENVIRONMENT

GOAL: New public and private development will

be urban in character, will respect the Pearl District’s
will seek bold and desig;

thatwork within that context to enhance the District's

distinctiveness.

Objective 1 ize the

2. Provide assistance to property owners

to make seismic improvements to
istoric buildings.

PDC should modify its seismic loan program and

tailor it to better encourage seismic upgradesand
promote the preservation of historic and cultural

resources in the District. The program should be
expanded to include other types of historic

of historic it r 2

The Pearl’s historic buildings and architectural
features offer an important connection to the area’s
industrial /warehouse heritage. These buildings and
features should be preserved, wherever possible,
through rehabilitation and adaptive re-use,

PEARL TOWNHOUSES (NW 117 AVENUE)

. Update the inventory of
ildings and other archi al

features.

The last comprehensive study of historic
buildings was completed in 1984. An updated
inventory should not only focus on whole
buildings but also identify significant
architectural features of elements. (e.g., water
towers, street and sidewalk features, spaces
between buildings, signage, canopies,etc.). These
elements should be preserved and protected
through means such asdesign guidelines, design
review, and financial incentives.

Pearl District Development Plan

CHOWN PELLA BUILDING (NW 13™ AVE./GLISAN ST.)

Encourage owners of historic
properties to list their buildings on the
National Register of Historic Places.

The Neighborhood Association and the State
Historic Preservation Office should create an
education program to explain the responsibilities

FUTURE VISION

‘The Pearl District was, is and will be an eclectic mix
of activities and buildings. A place where creativity
is encouraged and where contrast is part of the urban
Itis and will bea nei her
residents, businesses and developers work together
tobuild a community. A neighborhood where change
and new ideas are accepted as part of life so long as
the past is respected in the process. The essence of

infrastructure and amenities as it emerges. For
example, the streetcar will be important - part asset,
amenity, and incentive that will encourage further
development.

As time goes on, the old and new Pearl increasingly
will become one urban neighborhood as landscaping
‘matures, as buildings gain the patina of time, and
unique spaces and activities are established and
experienced. Special efforts will be needed to preserve
buildings and features depicting the

where people choose to come because of its unique
mix of activities and its grit and contrasts - an urban
place where daily life can be seen as much on the
streets asin the buildings.

Change is  hallmark of the Pearl —whether it was
railyards replacing marshland, trucks replacing

autos. The area is poised and uniquely able to respond
toand direct some of this change as never before. The
Pearl District will continue to diversify and offer a

Pearl's history as visible connections to the past.

B A . -
TR VR T

CONCEPTUAL DRAWING OF JAMISON SQUARE (NW 10"
STREET)

wide range of emp pp s,

educational and community facilities, active civic

assaciations, and a variety of housing and services.

Special efforts will be needed to maintain aspects of

the community that might otherwise be unable to

remain as market conditions shift. These efforts will
o

tists, students, and older, established

businesses to stay in the District.

NW 12™ AVENUE/HOYT STREET

‘The Pearl's vibrancy will attract businesses, residents,

CALL TO ACTION

A lotof time and capital has been invested in the River
District and the Pearl District. Much of that
investment has been directed towards creating a high
density urban neighborhood. However, it is not

thrives and succeeds. The success of the
neighborhood is not only a measurement of the
number of the units built and the number of people

a healthy, engaging, and intriguing community. This
will only happen as the public, private and

P
the neighborhood. Realizing the high expectations
embodied in this Development Plan will require
ongoing commitments and active involvement by
everyone who cares about the Pearl District, Market
tomuchof the su

and q
of commercial, artistic, community services, and
activities that make up the Pearl. Developed at a
density greater than anywhere else in the city, this
area will require intensive public and private

of the Pearl up to this point. Itis now the time for us
tobuild upon that success, and begin the next phase

who call this district their home.

page 10

BUILT ENVIRONMENT

July 2001

Priority

Action Items

High Med Low

Responsible Party

Projects

Re-establish a full-service Post Office
substation within the Pearl District

U.S. Postal Service

Programs

. . Planning
Update historic resources inventory PDNA
Establish loan/grant program for seismic

improvements and other historic PDC
renovations

Create education program to promote EISE:"‘Q
historic designations il

Promote Storefront Improvement Program
to enhance historic buildings

Prepare Development Guidelines
Handbook

Establish a design competition for a major
new development

PDC
Private

and benefits of historic landmark

Planning
< P ’ Stud te locations for sidewalk
Review and, if necessary, modify the e pea Reanens nsree PDNA
City's code t ) Merchants Assoc.
historic preservation.

Encourage AIA, PSU or U of O to undertake PDNA

The Bureau of Planning should review current

an urban design study

policies governing the transfer of
rights, especially FAR transfers, to ensure they
are effective.

Target PDC's Storefront Improvement
Program to assist owners and
businesses in historic properties.

PDC’s Storefront Improvement Program
provides matching grants for exterior
renovations. PDC should work with owners and
businesses to enhance important landmarks.

page 11
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Create a program to assist with alternative
forms of ownership (co-op, land trust,
condo) for commercial space

Undertake community planning process to
re-design Post Office site to create
opportunities for infill development

Planning, PDC

PDC
Merchants Assoc.

PDC
U.S. Postal Service
PDNA

Planning

1 (on this pagel and

“The Portland City Council and Devel

< Jeananiog .
aring p
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